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Chefs Descend on Washington
To Cook Meals With a Message
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White House pastry chef Bill Yosses, left, talks with chef-restaurateurs Daniel Boulud and Alice
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Waters at Washington author Joan Nathan's dinner for those cooking the benefit banguets.

Meals With a Message

By Jane Brack

Washinman Past Seaff Wrniter

Atlanta chef Scott Peacock was busy pre-
paring a traditional Southern dinner for 40
on Sunday afternoon. He had worked lard
into flour for his famous ham biscuits. A gi-
ant pot of smoked pork stock was simmer-
ing to braise collard greens.

Then his cellphone rang. The Saudi Ara-
bian ambassador and several Jews who
keep kosher would be coming to the benefit
dinner he was serving the next night at a
private home in Northwest Washinglon.
Their religions prohibit pork, which fig-

ured into nearly every one of his dishes,

Peacock sighed and turned to the
kitchen TV, where Barack Obama was
speaking after the inaugural concert: “In
these monuments are chiseled those un-
likely stories that affirm our umyielding
faith, a faith that anvthing is possible.”

“] just hope that this dinner will be pos-
sible,” Peacock quipped. Then he got back
to work.

The dinners that Peacock and 11 others
from around the country volunteered to
cook on Monday night were expected to

See DINNERS, Page F6
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