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Cupcakes runneth over: Sophia Miranda, 4. eves the goods at Kara's Cup<akes in San Francisen. Sophia and morm Carobyn came in from suburban Tiburon, Calif

Pretty treats take the cake

By Maron B della Cava
LISA TOH DAY

Cupcake-only
bakeries find
success

catering
to the kid

in all of us |

SAM FRANCISCO Kara's Copeakes 1= a deli
croushy subreersive Titthe enterpy e

Set on the site of 3 former workowt studo, the
hakery sechces shoppers with its jewelne-lile con
fections, 53 fiosted hand grenades capable of det-
onating amy daet

"It seems there's been a ke from the dav we
opened” says 3 still-incredulous Kara Haspel Lind, 2
anetine magazing advertisng sabes rep, ‘whio, alomg
with her United Airlines pilot hushand Michaed,
started Kara's Coupeakes bt (. “This dessert s
fmirdess

Al Increasingly ubiquitous

Mimw Yiwk's Magnoha Bakery, whose cupoakes
were fiomized soven vears agnon HBO's Sex ond Hie

City, may be this trened's granddadchy, bid s off
spring are spreading throughout the Lnd

Whether it's Kara's congueering ol the Ray Arma, a
gronwing cupeaker chain in glitry Los Ar
nne-vwman operation in historic Charleston
the venerable cupcake 1 making its buttercream
fueded stand. If yvou're kooking for explanations. con-
sull o head hefore wour stoamach

“The rase of the cupcake s very mach aboart going
hack o o n.1!|r:1,|1' identity in food, which s all
about camibont,” says Ruth Rewhl, edstor of Gorrmet
magazine. “In these times framght with war and a
tough economy, people wanl o think about when
they and their country were mnocent,”

Hedchll knioves firsthand thse power of the cupeake
Ty years agn, Lourme mnncently shirwcased
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