MICHAEL BAUER

Dining Out

Evoking the
spirit of
West Marin

If someone asked me today iF I'd
like to drive from San Francisco to
Poant HL'!.t'\ Stathon for a meal at
Crberia Stelling, I'd start my engine
before the question was punctuated.

OF course, it's a gorgeous drive,
and just winding around the verdant
hills, glimpsing the shimmering
ocean feels like a Mediterranean
vacation, but the food produced by
owner Christian Cainzzo is the ulti-
rmuate reward. This quiet West Marin
town may be off the fine-dining
radar, but Calazzo's comblnations
have the same integrity and sensibil-
ity as what's served al restaurants
such as Chez Panisse and Zuni Cafe.

Stellina is located on o main street
that with very litthe Auffing could be
a movie set for a Western. Having
fimod this good in swch a rustic, bu-
colic spot intensifies the pleasure,
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LS heprisimy / Tha Chanasle
Stellina’s fava leaf salad includes
Paint Reyes blue cheese,
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Local products
star at Stellina

Dindng from page 1

IF | didn't see the Marin
Organics sign in the window
of this corner storefront, |
might think it was a standard
dineer, with its practical tile
Noors, & utilifarian open kitch-
e and a rrlm'tll-tl arranpeinend
of tahies in the §T-seal dining
oo, A closer look reveals
more clues of what is in siore
arrangements of fresh flowers,
lemons, produce and herbs
:r...ln:i IF|-I restiurant; ',;|_1 k-
ware and flatware that speak
of guakity; and understated,
comfortable molded Ieather
chairs. It's clear that care has
Bewn taken 1o showcase the
fowoed.

Calazeo developed a cult
following a1 Tobys Coffee Bar
ACTURS !11.,— atreet fn.-m hu. ws.
tavrant, and at the GBD grilled
checse stand ot the local Farme
ers” market, Amvone whoe can
do a great grilled choese is
immediately In my good grac-
e It supersedes the Bt that
this chel has lots of cred — hes
worked at places such as Cows
kirl Creamery, Globse and Pos-
trin.

The anepage menu reads
homey, with such items as
Beans and Greens (58), & mix
af simmered gigante beans
ﬁ;.u.rﬂi W |'||1 FOSEMAry :|.r|.||
garlic-brafsed chard, but it's
prepared in such a way thai
viriatl swear this was the first

Osteria Stellina

T285 Hwy. | (ot B Swreat), Point
Reyes Station

(415) B&3-5588 o
osteriastellng com

Lunch TE30 a.m.-2:30 pon,
Wednesday-Monday: dinner 5-9
B Wednesday-Monday, Beer
and wing, Reservations and
Cred cards accepled. Easy
Sirget parking.

Cveralls «ee

Food: www'h

Service: & e

Artmospharel s e

Prices: 55

(Moderate; mast entrees 17 o
lass)

Molse rating: Aasa

Can only talk In raised voltes
(7580 oecisbls)

Pluses: Exguainely prepared
Ralan-inspired food using local
products. Excallont pizza, appe-
tizers such &% baans and greens,
and main courses such as
brased goat shouloer. Don't
miss dessans.

Minusst] The inténdr i plesn-
Ant but it much leas indpifing
than the food

waaw Extraordinary
anw Esgollent
ww Good w Fak Poor

West Marin is rife with gneat
procucts, so just about every
item has a prdi;;fn' for

ELEANOR BERTING Public Relations

The wine list

The one-page wing lst, which
foatunes st 21 selections plus
five sweet afferings. is best de-
scribad &S esoteric, Mos: peopie

probably don' know mpch about

2007 Tu Tu Pinot Griglo (58
Elassr51) carafer52E botile) of
the 2006 Casasda Syvah (5097
S10,836), for example.
Fortunately, Bryan Myers. the
peneal minege:, who crealed
the liet, B ysually on the floos 1o
Afriwalt QUESTIONS

Mast wirsts ane available by the
glass or by the carafe, and most
battles ane priced between 528
and 540

I you) BEAR YOUr SWn wing, cork-
age is 515

Fd never seen fava beaves
making up an entire salad
(#9), but Caiazzo piles them

Goat shoulder on rosemary-scented polenta and a fine wine.

dishes that seem to have a
permanent place on the daily
changing menu, is mived with

and serves on rosemiary-scent-
ed polenta glazed with natural
jl||.|1"'l ;||'|Il '\l:ll"'ll.l‘illﬂ L.J1l.'.

Spotit by Latce kb ¢ Thi ConCis

Stephen Grosshery and J111
Abrams, beft, enjoy
after-dinner colfee. An ice
cream sandwich, above.

1 didn’t think | could face
ﬂt.url-_-r.t. d|- -\."ﬂl.;lll' cake (58)
one more time, but Stellina’s
tasies new um| l'n"\.h, a rich
Fodge bar with cacao nibs,
whipped eream and cnramel
creme fraiche,

It takes pazsion and cour-
age b sere lhu L ol food
ina remole area, where most
;11;'|'\ fevl the nh‘hi te offer
lamburgers and [Hed cala-
minrd 00 survive, Bur Calazso
s (o be winnlng over
loseals with T wahle I:EII.Ii.I.t:L
and reasonable prices.

The stafl ks well trained and
eSOkl af the way 1o make
evervone feel at home, They
;|,l|.u tum mistakes into e
tunities 1o Win over cusiom-
ers, One nlght we had 1o vwalt
for our reservation, but goner-
al manager H-I'!. an .‘!1.5!'!"- in-
sivted on glving us 3 e of
Becal Riesli T Om another



